
Rev. John Daniel Groff
May 24, 1911 - October 31, 2012

Dan Groff was born in Jefferson Township, Huntington County to Russell and
Hazel (Hawkins) Groff on May 24, 1911. He graduated from Clear Creek High
School in 1927. He attended Huntington College and graduated from
Manchester College in 1931. 

 

He taught school and coached three sports at Bippus High School starting in
1931; his team achieved a 17 and 2 record and Chris Schenkel began his
sports casting career calling the games at Bippus. He received his coaching
certification from Northwestern University and his Masters in Education from
Indiana University. While at Bippus he taught with Helen Eberhart---they were
married in 1941. 

 

Following the wedding, Dan enrolled in Yale Divinity School, graduating with a
Masters in Divinity in 1943. His first pastoral assignment was in San Antonio,
Texas for one year, then the couple moved to Fort Worth where he was senior
pastor at Arlington Heights Christian Church. Both of his children were born in
Texas. 

 

While in Fort Worth, he was President of the Tarrant County Ministerial
Association and was spokesman for the associated churches in the effort to
desegregate the public schools of Fort Worth despite multiple threats to
himself and his family. He also taught Christian Ethics at TCU. 



In 1953 the family moved to Benton Harbor, Michigan to be nearer their
parents who resided in Huntington County. As president of the Berrien County
Council of Churches he championed the cause of improving the living and
working conditions of migrant workers employed in the fruit and vegetable
fields of Southern Michigan. 

 

In 1959 the family returned to Huntington County for health reasons. He
served at Bethesda E.U.B. on Bracken Road until he returned to full time
teaching at Columbia City High School. He retired from CCHS at age 66. He
continued working on the family farm into his mid 90’s. 

 

In 1993, following the death of Helen Groff, he married Mary Myerly Reece
and moved to Claypool, near Warsaw, where he resided until age 100. His last
year was spent in Huntington, living with his daughter and son-in-law. 

He was a life-long member of Kiwanis and the Masonic Lodge of Mount Etna. 
 

He is survived by a daughter, Elizabeth (Marshall) Sanders, a son, Daniel E.
(Lynn) Groff, four grandchildren, Daniel Nelson (West Virginia), Rebecca (Bill)
Whitlock (Indianapolis), John Daniel (Kayla) Groff (Minnesota), Jim Groff
(Chicago) and one step-great grandson, Dalton Whitlock. 

 

In lieu of flowers, preferred memorials are Claypool United Methodist Church,
Trinity United Methodist Church, Huntington and Manchester University in
care of Bailey-Love Mortuary, 35 West Park Drive, Huntington, IN 46750. 

 

Visitation will be held 2-7 p.m. Sunday (November 4, 2012) at Bailey-Love
Mortuary, 35 West Park Drive, Huntington Indiana. Funeral services will be
held 11:00 a.m. Monday (November 5, 2012) at Trinity United Methodist
Church, 530 Guilford, Huntington, Indiana with an hour visitation prior to the



service. Pastor Robert Land and Pastor Evelyn Taylor Haney will be
officiating. Burial will be held in the Clear Creek Cemetery, Huntington.



Cemetery Details

Clear Creek Cemetery

3966 W. 750 N.
Huntington, IN 46750

Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 4. 2:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

Adkins Bailey-Love Mortuary
35 West Park Drive
Huntington, IN 46750
(260) 356-1710
wecare@baileylove.com
https://www.baileylove.com

Visitation

NOV 5. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Trinity United Methodist Church
530 Guilford St.
Huntington, IN 46750

mailto:wecare@baileylove.com
https://www.baileylove.com/


Service

NOV 5. 11:00 AM (ET)

Trinity United Methodist Church
530 Guilford St.
Huntington, IN 46750
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Adkins Bailey-Love Mortuary - October 31, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Adkins Bailey-Love Mortuary created a Tribute Video in memory of
Rev. John Daniel Groff

Darrel Smith - June 09, 2014 at 01:46 AM

Mr. Groff was my "Power Mechanics" Teacher from 1973-1975. 
He was very Nice. , He would tell me " Go get some Pushwater for
this engine" 
( Meaning fuel) , I liked him very Much. 

 Rest In Peace

Larry Bunce - June 18, 2013 at 09:23 PM

I just learned of the passing of Dan Groff from my dad this
afternoon, who recently read it in the Manchester alumni
publication. My dad, George Bunce, was a student of Dan's at
Bippus HS, and just a month ago was speaking fondly of him. I
remember hearing him preach at Bethesda EUB when I was visiting
my grandparents, James and Della Bunce. 

 No matter how long and productive a life, it always seems to end
too soon. 

 Condolences from the Bunce family. 
 Larry Bunce
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Avonne Lee Knecht - November 11, 2012 at 06:06 PM

I have many good memories of your Mom and Dad. THEY WERE
SPECIAL PEOPLE. You have been blessed and will be forever.
Avonne Lee Knecht

Bill Ott - November 07, 2012 at 02:21 AM

Liz & Dan 
 I am so sorry to hear of your Father's passing. You are both in my

thoughts and prayers.

Galen Eberhart - November 05, 2012 at 11:25 AM

My parents always had the greatest respect for Dan and Helen.
With respect, Galen Eberhart

Phillip Egolf - November 02, 2012 at 08:22 PM

Always a pleasure to visit with Dan as the "neighbor kid". Always
admired his thought and wit while helping do small jobs around the
house in Claypool. He was as genuine as they come and will be
missed by many. 

 Blessings to him and his family! 
 Phillip Egolf 

 Richmond, VA
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Brenda - November 01, 2012 at 06:57 AM

Brenda lit a candle in memory of Rev. John
Daniel Groff


